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Commandments = Love?
Charolette Larcabal

What does love have to do with commandments?
When you think about commandments, you might
think of stone tablets, rules, boundaries, demands,
or requirements. You probably don’t automatically
think of love. So, what do commandments have to
do with love?
EVERYTHING!
As a child, you probably didn’t understand why there were so many rules. And you probably weren’t
always happy about them either. But now that you are older, can you see why your parents gave you
all those rules? It was because they loved you and wanted what was best for you.
As the most perfect parent, our Heavenly Father gives us rules or commandments for the same
reason; He loves us and wants what’s best for us. Even more than that, He wants us to become like
Him and receive all that He has. The more we understand and feel how much our Heavenly Father
loves us, the easier it will be to obey His commandments, even when they don't make perfect sense
to us.
Our Heavenly Father gives us commandments to help us learn and grow and become more like Him.
You could think of every commandment as a big “I Love You” sign from God and when we choose to
keep His commandments, it’s like we’re saying “I Love You” right back to Him!
We obey the commandments of God out of love for Him! Our
Heavenly Father has given us everything that we have…from the
ability to move to the very air we breathe…and all He asks is that
we keep His commandments. It’s the best way we can show our
love and gratitude to Him. Jesus Christ said so Himself (John 14:15).
Why does our Heavenly Father give us commandments?
Because He loves us.
Why do we keep His commandments? Because we love Him.
Commandments equal love. It’s that simple.
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UPCOMING EVENTS - FEBRUARY
Hualalali Elderly
Food Distribution Event
February 24th
10:30am-1:30pm
in the Phase 2 Community Center
Men’s Breakfast

Saturday, February 3rd @ 8:00am

Coach Whitmore will be
presenting.
On the Church lanai.
Sign up in the ante-foyer.

Volunteers & Food donations
needed.
Contact: Auntie Jan
(808) 329-7897
ancientlomi@aol.com

MONTH IN REVIEW - JANUARY
WORKSHOP:
CHURCH FINANCE

MEN’S BREAKFAST
JANUARY 6th
Mahalos to Pops and Roy Jr. for preparing a
delicious breakfast and to Zane
who spoke on “Change.”
Change is a reflection on how much work God can
do in one’s life if you allow him.
The Men’s Breakfast continues to be a
great ministry. Mahalo to all who attend!
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love
one another, even as I have loved you, that you
also love one another.” John 13:34

Presented by Mike Martin
Mike Martin, Director of Church Finance at the Hawaii
Baptist Convention, conducted a workshop on Church
Finances at KBC. Many important topics were
discussed such as:
- Tax Issues of Churches and Ministers
- Handling of Restricted Funds vs.
Designated Funds
- Personnel Issues
- Housing Allowance for the Pastor
- Reimbursement Plans
- Federal and State Reporting
These topics and more were discussed and a lot of
great information was shared. If you would like a
copy of the presentation and/or documents that were
reviewed during the workshop, please contact the
Church office at (808) 322-3355.

TEAM UPDATES

NURSERY DUTY SCHEDULE

YOUTH “LOCK-IN”

Thank you for all who have volunteered! Your
participation greatly contributes to the success of
this ministry.

The Youth had an overnight “lock-in”
on Friday, January 13th.

February
2/04: Joani Duncan & Donna Buniel
2/11: Sheila & Grace Academia

This was a great time for the Youth to
fellowship and have a fun time together.
Mahalos to Kai and Abbey for putting this event
on and continually guiding the Youth. Your
dedication to this ministry is greatly
appreciated!

2/18: Cheri Mandaqui & Junsuree
Mengkheo
2/25: Sandra & Elena DeFarias

Article for February Newsletter
Submitted by Cheri Mandaquit
RE: Pastor Search Committee
Dear Ohana,
Let me begin by saying thank you for your patience as we continue this journey to walk with the Lord as
He lights the way to the man He has called to serve and shepherd Kona Baptist Church. We continue to
work diligently as we spend two to three hours together each time we meet praying and deliberating.
I can now confirm that we have reduced the number of candidates from 84 to 4. Our next step is to
FaceTime each candidate and followup on the references they have submitted. We have both a church
and community profile to share with them so that might know us better. Thanks to technology we have
listened to countless sermons from each prospective candidate’s church website.
Some of you have asked, “How long will it take before we have a Senior Pastor?” Of course, that is a
very relevant question. While I don’t know the answer to that, I do know that our trust and confidence in
the Lord has never wavered. His timing is perfect in all things and we truly depend on Him. It is worth
waiting on the Lord as He guides us to our next pastor.
Your Pastor Search Committee,
Cheri, Kai, Neal, Lynn, Pops, Ed and Dmitry

A little girl, on the way home from church, turned to her mother and said, “Mommy, the
preacher’s sermon this morning confused me.”
The mother said, “Oh! Why is that?”
The girl replied, “Well, he said that God is bigger than we are. Is that true?”
“Yes, that’s true,” the mother replied.
“He also said that God lives within us. Is that true, too?”
Again the mother replied, “Yes.”
“Well,” said the girl. “If God is bigger than us and He lives in us, wouldn’t He show through?”
If God lives in us, then there’s no way of keeping Him from “showing through.” That’s the
essence of Christian living — living in such a way that people around will see God in our lives.
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your
Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16).
Is God showing through in YOUR life?

VERSE OF THE MONTH - FEBRUARY
“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied, “ Love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and
greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. All the
Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” Matthew 22: 36-40

SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE: Sunday Mornings @ 9AM
Bible Studies for Life - 3 years to Kinder (Room 101)
The Gospel Project:
Grades 1 - 3 taught by Sanda De Farias (Room 207)
Grades 4 - 6 taught by Cheri Mandaquit (Room 102)
Youth Bible Study taught by Youth Leaders Kai and Abbey Carvalho (Room 103)
Adult Bible Study #1:
“Life Lessons” facilitated by Sotero Agoot (Room 201)
Adult Bible Study #2:
“What the Bible Says About Giving” facilitated by Ed Heistermann (Room 204)

WHAT’S HAPPENING WEEKLY
SUNDAY
9:00am
10:15am
6:00pm
WEDNESDAY
6:00pm

7:00pm

Sunday School
Worship Service
Evening Service
Mission Friends
Girls in Action
Royal Ambassadors
Youth Group (2hrs)
Prayer Meeting
Adult Bible Study
Praise Team Practice

FEBRUARY 2018 CALENDAR
Sun

4
9 AM
Sunday School
10:15
Worship Service Lord’s Supper

Mon

5

Tue

6

6PM
No Evening
Service

11
9 AM
Sunday School
10:15
Worship Service

Wed

7
6 PM
Mission Friends
Girls in Action
Royal Ambassadors
Youth Group
Prayer Meeting
Adult Bible Study

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3
8AM
Men’s Breakfast
on Church lanai

8

9

10
10:00am-12:30pm
Hawaii Pacific WMU
Mission Celebration

15

16

17

22
Time
TBA
Men,
Meat,
and Fire

23

24
10:30am-1:30pm
Hualalai Elderly
(Auntie’s Angels
Soup Kitchen)

7PM
Praise Team Practice - TBA
12

13

6 PM
Evening Service

14
6PM
Mission Friends
Girls in Action
Royal Ambassadors
Youth Group
Prayer Meeting
Adult Bible Study
7PM
Praise Team Practice

18
9 AM
Sunday School
10:15
Worship Service

19

20

6 PM
Evening Service

21
6 PM
Mission Friends
Girls in Action
Royal Ambassadors
Youth Group
Prayer Meeting
Adult Bible Study
7PM
Praise Team Practice - TBA

25
9 AM
Sunday School
10:15
Worship Service
6 PM
Evening Service

26

27

28
6 PM
Mission Friends
Girls in Action
Royal Ambassadors
Youth Group
Prayer Meeting
Adult Bible Study
7PM
Praise Team Practice - TBA

