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A Note From Pastor Dean….
As I was standing in line at the Bank a day or so ago.  Two men were talking politics.  More specific 
they were debating their choice of president.  The line was long and these two men were behind 
me.  As they spouted allegiance to their candidate the conversation began to escalate and get 
louder.  Both men defended their candidate and their positions on certain matters.  After what 
seemed like a 60 minute debate (maybe more like 5-10 minutes) others began to chime in at 
certain points. The man in front of me somewhat disturbed by all this said, “I thought we are 
supposed to separate bank and candidate.” I chuckled. He then asked, “which way are you 
leaning?”   I responded and said, “I would rather not get into a debate as to who and why. but I will 
tell you, I am praying for both parties and I will continue to pray for the one who takes office.” He 
smiled and said, “That’s the best answer I’ve heard through out this campaign.”    

I was reminded at that moment the passage of scripture I Timothy 2:1-2 
 First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on 
behalf of all men, 2 for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and 

quiet life in all godliness and dignity.  

The author of 1 Timothy called his readers to do something that would have been strange in that 
day and age: they should be praying for their kings and leaders. During this time, most Christians 
were still living in places that were under Roman rule. The Roman emperors were considered to be 
divine. Many thought of them as gods, who should be adored and worshiped. This was a huge 
problem for this new and vibrant faith called Christianity, which believes in only one god. 

You can imagine why this passage from 1 Timothy would have seemed offensive. The Roman 
emperor was the enemy! He was a false idol! Why should we pray for someone like him? But this 
passage teaches its readers that we are to pray for everyone. This includes the people in power and 
the leaders whom they might despise and dislike. Why? Because even the emperor was a person 
made and loved by God. 

Today we might not be ruled by a king, but this passage still rings true for us today. In the papers, 
on the news, in the bank it is evident that we are in the midst of a heated election, and it feels like 
the air is heavy with tension. It can be easy to get caught up in the growing debates, until we end 
up shouting curses instead of saying prayers. 

Let us remember who the scriptures teach us to be. We should pray for our leaders as fellow 
members of the family of God. This does not mean we have to approve of everything that everyone 
does. But we are called to see the world through the eyes of God’s, with compassion. 

Our first instinct should be to turn to God in prayer rather than to animosity and anger. 1 Timothy 
says, when we pray for our leaders, it can lead to a tranquil and quiet life, newfound peace and 
dignity. As the world swirls with conflict, we should ground ourselves firmly in love. We are called 
to be examples of how to handle disagreements with compassion. We are called to see through the 
lens of grace. We are called to pray. 

Are you praying of the Candidates? 

Love in Christ, P. Dean



 

Praising the Lord for a 
visitor from the mainland, 
responds to the Lord, 
decides to follow up on 
decision made previously 
and be baptized!  

Bless you on your journey!

Embracing the 5 functions of the Church

Pastor Dean’s new sermon series 
“Embracing the 5 functions of the Church” 

begins this Sunday September 4th  



By All Means...Sue Nishikawa helped her family. She started working at age 13 or 14 to help 
support her family of nine. Her parents were Japanese immigrants and Itsuko “Sue” Saito was 
the second oldest child of seven.
By All Means...Sue believed in getting an education. After graduation from high school, she 
attended Baylor University where she acquired the nickname “Sue” because Itsuko was too 
hard to pronounce. After graduation from Baylor, she became the first Hawaiian woman to 
graduate from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary with a Master’s in Religious 
Education.
By All Means...Sue spread the word about mission work in Hawaii her whole life. While she 
was still in Texas for college, she wore her kimono and spoke to many churches about the 
mission work in Hawaii. Sue spoke to many churches locally about missions education and 
ministry. But Sue didn’t just talk, she did! She initiated opportunities to bring children to church 
and to teach them about missions.
By All Means...Sue served in our local churches, first at Olivet Baptist Church as missions 
education director and then at the newly formed Hawaii Baptist Convention as secretary. From 
there, she became the first woman elected to serve as the executive secretary of the Hawaii 
Baptist Convention’s Woman’s Missionary Union in 1954. And after she married Nobuo 
Nishikawa when she was 50, she began serving alongside him at Waikiki Baptist Church until 
his death in 1991.
By All Means...Sue never tired of pointing out the importance of missions education at the 
local church as she served and spoke to many churches and WMU groups. Her passion was 
seeing young children involved and serving in missions education.
By All Means...Sue didn’t let a stroke in 1980 slow her down. While she did have to end her 
26 year service of state WMU work, she began her work as the volunteer editor of the State 
Baptist paper. She also continued her work on the State WMU Council and the Aloha Council at 
Hawaii Baptist Academy. Even though Sue passed away in 2004, her life is still a legacy of 
missions and ministry.
By All Means...We can continue Sue’s legacy through the Sue Nishikawa Offering for Hawaii 
PacificMissions. EverydollargiventothisofferinggoestohelpHawaiiPacificBaptistministries. Every 
church that gives to this offering is eligible to receive funds for evangelistic outreaches in their 
communities. So   ... let’s be like Sue 
Nishikawa: let’s pray, give, and do 
missions right where we are! 

By All Means
Sue Nishikawa...



Sunday    9:00 AM  Sunday School 
     10:15 AM  Worship Service 
Wednesday   6:00 PM  Mission Friends (pre-school to K) 
    Girls In Action (girls 1st - 5th) 
    Royal Ambassadors (boys 1st - 5th) 
    Youth Group   (6th - 12th grades) 
    Ladies Bible Study 
    Prayer Meeting 
Friday    11:00 AM  Moms In Prayer 
   meet in the prayer room 

  

3rd,  Saturday 
  Men’s Breakfast @ 8AM 
4th,  Sunday 
  HPBC presents “Reasonable Faith in an 
Uncertain World” 
  2:30 - 8:00 pm at Kona Baptist Church 
24th,   Saturday   
  Hualalai Elderly Soup Kitchen @ 10:45 
25th,  Sunday 
  5 Fold Ministry Fair & Potluck 

What is Happening Weekly

Calendar events In 
September



You are invited...if your have EVER 
volunteered at Hualalai Elderly, Jan would 
like to invite you to a special Volunteer 

Appreciation Day on Saturday, September 24th 11 AM-2 PM.  She will be providing 
a pizza party lunch.  Of course some of us will still be needed to help out with all 
the serving part...so please sign up ... let's get 25 people there! 

As of January 1st, the pantry will be scaling down and just providing canned soups 
and fresh veggies.  Many local farmers have been stepping forward to provide so 
many nice fruits and veggies.  So our job is to help keep the soup stocked.  Please 
continue to bring canned soups to contribute.  Cream of mushroom is a favorite as 
they can make sauces with it.  They also enjoy the healthier low sodium varieties. 

We are truly blessed to be a part of this ministry that provides for the very real  
 needs of our low-income seniors.

HIS Women at Hualalai Elderly 

The Worship Team is looking for people 
interested in bringing flowers on Sunday 

morning. If you would like to use your talents and add some 
beauty to the sanctuary, please sign up on the clipboard in the 
ante foyer.    Thank you!

Updates from Teams

The end of September marks the end of our church's fiscal year.  
The Finance Committee would like remind all teams and staff to 
submit any requests for reimbursement to the Treasurer as soon as 

possible after the close of the month.  This will facilitate the closing of the books for the fiscal year 
and a complete accounting for expenses for the year. 
A new budget recommendation will be submitted to the church for a vote on October 2nd.  We 
encourage your review of the budget draft ahead of that meeting so that you ca come prepared to 
vote.  If you have questions or concerns, we can try to address those ahead of time if you will 
forward any of your questions to a Finance Committee member or Treasurer.  Copies of the 
proposed budget will be available by September 11th in the foyer or you may request a copy by 
email to kona.lina@yahoo.com.

The Worship Team 

Finance Committee 
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What’s Happening

Would you like to organize a 
Coffee Break for the Ladies of 

Kona Baptist and friends?   
Call the office and let us know!

            MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Sept. 3rd 

Saturday, @ 8:00 AM ?

Singspiration 
July 31st

New ladies group!  
Perfect for those 
dropping off their 

kids for Wednesday 
Evening Services 

They will be meeting in Room 204  
at 6:00 every Wednesday



GA’s RA’smission 
friends

children in action

children  
in action

The good news is that we have 
exceeded out classroom.  The 
better news is we have more 
volunteers.  The best news is we 
will  now have 3 different 
classes on Wednesday evening 
for our keiki.  

Missions Friends  
will be for Pre-school 
and Kindergarten kids

Girls in Action  
will be for girls in 
1st - 5th grade

Royal Ambassadors 
will be for boys in  
1st - 5th grade

We will begin meeting Wednesday September 7th at 
6:00 PM.  Our first meeting is going to be special, as 
we have Natausha Lusk joining us to share about her 
mission trip this past summer.  The children will be 
writing letters to some of the people she met on her 
trip to Uganda.  We will be meeting regularly on 
Wednesdays at 6:00PM.
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