
 

To Love like Jesus 
To love like Jesus, we need to understand a simple truth. We cannot live the Christian life on our own.


Sooner or later, in the midst of our frustration, we come to the conclusion that we're doing something wrong. 
It's not working. Our best efforts just don't cut it.


Discovering Why We Can't Love Like Jesus 
All of us want to love like Jesus. We want to be generous, forgiving, and compassionate enough to love 
people unconditionally.


But no matter how hard we try, it just doesn't work. Our humanness gets in the way.

Jesus was human too, but he was also God incarnate. He was able to see the people he created in a way 
that we can't. He personified love. In fact, the Apostle John said, "God is love..." (1 John 4:16)


You and I are not love. We can love, but we can't do it perfectly. We see others' faults and stubbornness. 
When we remember the slights they have done to us, a small part of us can't forgive. We refuse to make 
ourselves as vulnerable as Jesus did because we know we'll get hurt again. We love and at the same time 
we hold back.


Yet Jesus tells us to love as he did: "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I 
have loved you, you also are to love one another." (John 13:34)


How do we do something we're incapable of doing? We turn to Scripture for the answer and it's there we 
learn the secret of how to love like Jesus.
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Love Like Jesus Through Abiding 
We don't get very far before we learn the Christian life is impossible.


A powerful & moving word for word dramatization of John's Gospel

Jesus gave us the key, however: "With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with 
God." (Mark 10:27)


He explained this truth in depth in the 15th chapter of the Gospel of John, with his parable of the vine and 
branches. The New International Version uses the word "remain", but I like the New American Standard 
Version using “abide":


15 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does not bear 
fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He [a]prunes it so that it may bear more fruit. 
3 You are already [b]clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. 
As the branch cannot bear fruit [c]of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you 
abide in Me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much 
fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a 
branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned. 7 If you 
abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My 
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so [d]prove to be My disciples. 9 Just as the 
Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My commandments, you 
will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 

Did you catch that in verse 5? "Apart from me you can do nothing." We can't love like Jesus on our own. In 
fact, we can't do anything in the Christian life on our own.

The missionary James Hudson Taylor called it "the exchanged life." We surrender our life to Jesus to the 
extent that when we abide in Christ, he loves others through us. We can endure rejection because Jesus is 
the vine that sustains us. His love heals our hurts and supplies the strength we need to keep going.


Love Like Jesus by Trusting 
Surrendering and abiding are things we can do only through the power of the Holy Spirit. He dwells in 
baptized believers, guiding us to the right decision and giving us the grace to trust God.


When we see a selfless Christian saint who can love like Jesus, we can be sure that person is abiding in 
Christ and he in her. What would be too hard on our own, we can do through this act of abiding. We continue 
to abide by reading the Bible, praying, and attending church with other believers. In this way our trust in God 
is built up.

Like branches on a vine, our Christian life is a growth process. We mature more every day. As we abide in 
Jesus, we learn to know him better and trust him more. Cautiously, we reach out to others. We love them. 
The greater our trust in Christ, the greater our compassion will be.


This is a lifelong challenge. When we are hurt or broken, we have the choice to draw back or give our hurt to 
Christ and try again. Abiding is what matters. When we live that truth, we can begin to love like Jesus.


Mahalo Church 
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Updates from Teams

WORSHIP TEAM   
You probably noticed during service 
that our new projector arrived and 
was promptly installed in time for 
Sunday Worship Service.  Mahalo 
Dmitry Madzhitov for taking the time 
to come up and install it!    

FELLOWSHIP TEAM 
We had a good turn out for 
“Dinner and a Movie” in January.   
Thank you for all who came, and 
we look forward to doing it again 
in the future! 

EVANGELISM-MISSIONS TEAM 
We are preparing this month for our 

Annie Armstrong Mission Offering which 
begins at the first of March.  If you have 
any ideas or would like to help,  please let 

Rhonda, Sheila, or Tia know.  

BUILDING AND GROUNDS 
TEAM will be meeting this Sunday.  
If you are interested in joining this 
team, come to the meeting to see 

what it is all about.  



 

HIS Women 
We continue to offer blessings and to be blessed by 
our food ministry at Hualalai Elderly Housing.  Each 
month 50-60 seniors are served lunch and provided 
with fresh produce and canned goods to help them 
have nutritious meals toward the end of each 
month when their own grocery dollars are running 
low.  At Christmas we were able to offer extra 
support by purchasing $5 gift Subway cards for 
each of the 99 seniors living there. Solid Rock 
Ministries participates with us each month and we 
always have fun working together.  In January we 
experimented with offering sack lunches instead of 
hot soup.  The seniors enjoyed the option of 
grabbing a prepared bag that they could take with 
them, so we are considering that as an option. 

updates

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Finance Committee 
The Finance Committee is 
still in need of another 
member.  We are all called 
to serve our church in 
some way, so if God is 
nudging you in this 
direction or if you have 
questions about this 
commitment, please call 
Linda Allen at 987-4127. 

Ladies Coffee Break goes 
“Time For Tea” 

For February, Billie Lewis has invited us all to 
her house.  She will be treating us to a tea 
party.  We will start at our usual time, 
10:00am.  Her address is 77-6551 Naniloa 
Dr. in Kona.  If you need directions, call the 
office at 322-3355 



BEFORE
DURING AFTER

We hit the ground running in January.  We started our food 
drive the first Sunday of the month.  We put a pie in Pastor 
Dean’s face for reaching our Operation Christmas Child goal 
this year (big mahalo to Auntie Harriet).  We went bowling 
and had 18 kids come.  Yes, 18.  The youth were also there 
with 13.  So Kona Baptist pretty much had it going ON that 
night.  To end the month on a high note, we joined in the 
Morning Service on the 31st  helping with greeting/passing 
out bulletins, opening the service in prayer, singing with the 
praise team, and helping collect the offering.   
All of this, plus meeting on Wednesday Evenings and learning 
about the mission work that is happening in Miami Florida.  

BOWLING NITE FUN

This month we will 
be learning about 

Glasgow Scotland.  If 
anyone has ever 

been there or has a 
story to share, let 

me know!  We would 
love to invite you to 
share with our kids. 

-Sheila



5th Sunday 
Singspiration

The Vintage Voices
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The Next Generation

Kenny’s uncle and aunty Pat and Flora Ascino came form Kona Gospel 

Chapel, and brought their pWorship Team with them!  



What is Happening In February                                                                                                                             

6th,  SATURDAY 
  Men’s Breakfast @ 8:00AM  
8th,    MONDAY 
  Ladies Coffee Break @ 10:00 AM 
  at the home of Billie Lewis 
12th,  FRIDAY 
  Valentine’s Banquet @ 6:00 PM

What is Happening Weekly

Sunday 
 9:00 AM  Sunday School 
 10:15 AM  Worship Service 
 6:00 PM  Evening Service 
Wednesday 
 6:00 PM  CIA   (Children In Action) 
   Youth Group 
   Prayer Meeting 
Friday 
 11:00 AM  Moms In Prayer 
   meet in the prayer room 
  


